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RECRUIT SPOTLIGHT
RTR increases 

cup lead by taking 
top three spots in 
dodgeball tourney.

8

He joined the Corps once before, but poor 
hearing led to his discharge. Now he’s back 

with his aim set on the title.

 L C. K M. S
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General Robert Magnus, Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
visited Naval Medical Center San Diego 
March 22, for a look into the health and 
welfare of local injured Marines.

The general took time from meet-
ings with the commanding officer of 
NMCSD and Navy Medicine West to 
spend lunch with injured Marines and 
Navy corpsmen who assist them aboard 
NMCSD.

 “You all represent an awesome team, 
a tremendous asset, and I have to thank 
you all for what you do. Semper Fi,” said 
Gen. Magnus. 

Between the entrée and dessert, Gen. 
Magnus shook the hand of every sailor 
and Marine present, asked how they 
were injured and what the doctors on 
base had done to assist in their recovery.

“It’s great that he’s come. It really 
boosted troop morale,” said Sgt. Doug 
Hayenga, an injured Marine from Medi-
cal Holding Platoon.  

The Marines in the Medical Hold-
ing Platoon are awaiting clearance to 
return to duty or get out on a medical 

discharge.
“I think it’s outstanding,” said Staff 

Sgt. Joseph M. Lucier, of the general’s 
visit. 

Lucier, one of the highest ranking 
Marines in the Medical Holding Pla-
toon, said he believes the younger Ma-
rines benefited from the opportunity to 
meet with the assistant commandant.

 “The Marines get a ton of visits, but 
to see the number two man, is great for 
them,” said Lucier. “The more visits they 
get from the command side, it helps Ma-
rines remember that they are Marines, 
and that the Marine Corps hasn’t forgot-
ten them.”

General Magnus was escorted around 
to the rooms of bed-ridden Marines and 
Marines under intensive care.

After shaking the hand of a Marine 
injured during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, the general thanked the Marine 
for his service and encouraged his quick 
and complete recovery.  

“You guys are doing an awesome job. 
It’s not obvious when you are watch-
ing the news. You are giving the Iraqi 
people justice. The Americans will not 
lose the war,” said the assistant com-
mandant.

‘The more visits 
they get from the 
command side, 
it helps Marines 
remember that 
they are Marines, 
and that the 
Marine Corps 
hasn’t forgotten 
them.’

– Staff Sgt. Joseph M. 
Lucier

Medical Holding Platoon

Assistant Commandant pays visit 
to local Medical Holding Platoon

Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert Magnus speaks with Marines and sailors at Naval Medical Center San Diego 
March 22. Gen. Magnus called them “an awesome team,” and stated that “America will not lose the war.” Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro/Chevron
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Representatives from the Blood Donor 
Center at Naval Medical Center San Diego 
are scheduled to make an appearance at 
the depot’s safety fair for an annual blood 
drive April 6.

Every weekend, NMCSD gathers blood 
from recruits in training, but only receives 
blood from permanent personnel quarter-
ly. Due to the war on terrorism, blood is in 
high demand and necessary for hospitals 
in war zones. 

Beyond the need for blood is the need 
for blood platelets. Blood can be broken 
down into three parts: plasma, cells and 
platelets. 

While the cells carry oxygen to the 
brain, platelets help the body clot its 
wounds. 

“We use them for surgeries and for 
cancer patients, both children and adults,” 
said Brian Richter, NMCSD medical tech-
nician. 

NMCSD is eager to come back to the 
depot in hopes that it will be able to assist 
in the war on terrorism by saving lives in 
the operating room and on the battle fi eld, 
according to Doreen Rekoski, public af-
fairs specialist. 

Platelets can also be used to extend the 
amount of time a patient might have while 
doctors look for a treatment, or until pa-
tients can develop their own clots to close 
the wound. 

Rekoski said NMCSD is in high de-
mand of platelets due to the fact that many 
of its regular donors have deployed or 
moved away. 

Unlike blood cells, platelets have a 
shelf life of days so demand for them is 
constant.

Because the process of donating plate-
lets must be done in the hospital through 
an appointment, many do not know of 
their ability to donate. 

“ at is part of the problem,” said 
Rekoski. “We try, but it’s hard because we 
can’t come to them.  ey have to come 
to us. We have an (Intensive Care Unit) 
patient from (Marine Corps Base) Camp 
Pendleton. He needs platelets.”

To fi nd more information about the 
process, donors may call Bennie Griffi  th 
or Brian Richter at 619-532-7846.

Blood platelets 
in demand to 
combat war 
on terrorism
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BRIEFS

Free tax service
The Legal Assistance Office 

(Building 12) is open for free tax fil-
ing for active duty, active reservists, 
retired service members and depen-
dents. The office is open Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more information, call 
the Legal Assistance Office at (619) 
524-4110 or (619) 524-4111.

Car care class for military 
spouses

A car care class for military spouses 
is scheduled for April 22 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the depot Auto Hobby 
Shop. Topics include battery care, tire 
care and more. A free lunch will be 
provided.

For more information or to register, 
call Natalie Francisco at (619) 524-
0916.

Internet safety for parents 
and communities brief

San Diego Police Department 
Detective Chris Armstrong, Inter-
net Crimes Against Children Task 
Force, is scheduled to give an inter-
net safety presentation to parents 
at the James L. Day Hall Command 
Museum’s theater April 11 from 11 
a.m. to noon.

For more information or to 
RSVP, call (619) 524-0465.

Blood drive and safety fair
A depot blood drive and safety 

fair is scheduled for April 6 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the depot exchange. 
All donors will receive a free T-shirt 
and special edition pint glass. Blood 
from the drive goes to save lives of 
overseas troops.

For more details, call (619) 532-
6653.

SEND BRIEFS TO jess.levens@usmc.mil. 
e Chevron staff reserves the right to 
publish only those briefs that comply with 
Department of Defense regulations and 
the standards of the U.S. Government.

 JA MD
Contributing writer

Although the Marine Corps is a rela-
tively small branch in the military, the 
irony of a former Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego drill instructor meet-
ing his recruits on the field of battle is 
quite phenomenal. But that is just what 
happened during the Iwo Jima campaign 
(Feb. 19 to March 25, 1945).

In Richard Wheeler’s exceptional 
book, Iwo, he described a unique scene on 
the battlefield. Corporal Wilbur Young 
had turned down a chance to earn the 
grade of an officer. Instead, he wanted 
to train and become a drill instructor 
at MCRD San Diego. ere he trained 

twelve platoons and found his work ex-
tremely rewarding.  

During the Iwo Jima campaign, 
Young found himself in the thick of the 
fight. On March 10, 1945, he was sent 
to the front to fill the ranks and fought 
with the 28th Marine Regiment, 5th 
Marine Division.

e next day, Young made his way 
ahead of the main line, sneaking toward 
a Japanese machine gun nest. He threw 
two grenades into the menacing gun-
emplacement; the position fell silent.  

Just as Young completed his mission, 
a rifle bullet crashed into his upper right 
arm. Stunned, the corporal was still for 
a moment and then began to zigzag back 
to the main line. 

As he safely made it back to the Amer-
ican position, the Japanese appeared at 
the ledge of the makeshi cover. An alert 
Marine carrying a Browning automatic 
rifle quickly blasted them.

Other Marines began to provide first 
aid to Young; he was losing a lot of blood. 
Two stretcher-bearers arrived from the 
rear. Young looked up surprised and noted, 
“ey happened to be men I had helped to 
train as a drill instructor at San Diego.” 

As they, in turn, recognized their old 
drill instructor, tears began to run down 
the Marine stretcher-bearers’ gritty faces.  

One stated, “We hated your guts in 
boot camp, but we have given thanks 
many times on this island that you were 
tough and demanding.” e two men 

gently lied their former instructor onto 
the stretcher and, under fire, made their 
way to a jeep ambulance.

Because of Young’s tough training 
at boot camp he had prepared these 
Marines for the incredible rigors on Iwo 
Jima, and in turn, his Marines had the 
fortitude to risk their lives to get Young 
to safety. He survived and was taken 
aboard ship and soon sent to Hawaii for 
recovery.

Today our drill instructors are just as 
dedicated to ensuring that Marines ev-
erywhere are prepared for any hardships 
they may encounter.

For further reading, see Richard 
Wheeler’s “Iwo” and James Bradley’s 
“Flags of Our Fathers.”

Drill instructors meet Marines in battle
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In ancient Rome, horses pulled chari-
ots, but in modern America, horsepower 
pushes the chariot from within.

Recently, the depot received two 
trial vehicles from the American 
Chariot Company, Incorporated. The 
three-wheeled, 3.2 horsepower, personal 
transportation chariots were tested by 
Marines of the Provost Marshal’s Of-
fice.

“The purpose is to try it out to see 
where the American Chariot might be 
applicable,” said Vincent Sablan, f leet 
manager for the depot’s Southwest Re-
gion Fleet Transportation.

A prime candidate for the chariots 
was PMO due to the thousands of people 

who gather at the depot for events like 
recruit graduations and the upcoming 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon.

Because of people being packed in 
tightly at large events, its use for PMO 
would be for crowd control due to its 
small size and hairpin turning capa-
bilities, said Gunnery Sgt. Syranard E. 
Watson, operations chief, PMO.

Watson hasn’t had an opportunity to 
make use of it in a large crowd yet, but 
he has put it to good use when the acci-
dent investigator, who doesn’t have a ve-
hicle assigned to him, used it to respond 
to a couple of accidents on the depot.

“It worked pretty good. It was quicker 
and had easier access. He doesn’t have 
a vehicle and was able just to grab a 
chariot and go,” said Watson.

With a full six-hour charge, the 

chariots traveles up to 45 miles and has 
a top speed of around 16 miles per hour, 
according to Sablan.

The fit is perfect for the depot, and 
it is a healthier transportation alterna-
tive to fossil fuel burning vehicles, said 
Sablan.

“I like it because it’s a pollution-
free vehicle, and it runs completely on 
electrical power. It has two recharge-
able batteries that can be removed and 
charged or mounted on the vehicle and 
charged that way,” Sablan said.

If the depot acquires American 
Chariots, Sablan said other units outside 
of PMO might be outfitted with them. 
Energy efficiency is a major concern on 
the depot, and the chariots are another 
way to save the taxpayers money and 
resources.

PMO tests new Chariot
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T he depot Sports Medicine and Recon-
ditioning Team Center, Branch Medi-
cal Clinic, has concerted its efforts to 
educate depot personnel, including 
drill instructors and corpsmen, as 
well as the recruits in training, about 

injury prevention and maintenance.
The depot SMART Center consists of six certified 

athletic trainers, all recognized allied health care 
professionals with the minimum of a bachelor’s degree 
in the field. Their function is to facilitate the recruits’ 
safe and quick return to training, according to Katy 
Ewalt, depot lead athletic trainer.

“If recruits are injured, they come in and are seen in 
the athletic training room,” said Ewalt. “Depending on the 
injury, if they are given one to three days of light duty, they 
are seen by regular rehabilitation and reconditioning.”  

Athletic trainers are often confused with personal 
trainers and physician’s assistants, according to Ewalt. 
As allied health care professionals, certified athletic 
trainers, also called ATCs, specialize in injury evalua-
tion, prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of active 
populations, according to Ewalt.

The SMART Center has specially designed a course 
for Navy corpsmen assigned to individual recruit 
training companies to teach them how to assess mus-
culoskeletal injuries and refer recruits to the athletic 
trainers for treatments.  

During a two-week course, corpsmen attend 22 
and one-half hours of lecture on five different major 
body parts, followed by a week of assisted training. 
They also attend rehabilitation sessions and learn 
techniques used to treat different injuries including 
friction massages.

“We’re helping recruits get through training so 
they can go and fight for us. We’re helping them to 
literally help us and protect our freedom,” said Mike 
Carter, an athletic trainer. “I feel like I am making a 
difference. That’s why I come to work.”

Depot ATCs take great pride in the assistance they 
have provided recruits. Educating each injured recruit 
throughout his rehabilitation period, the ATCs helped 
prevent future injuries by being proactive.

“It is impossible to expeditiously treat the volume 
of recruits we see here without ATCs,” said Lt. Cmdr. 
Rafael C. Perez, SMART division officer. “They are 
definitely a very important part of our weapons sys-
tem in the defeat of musculoskeletal injury and recov-
ery. We simply could not perform without ATCs.” 

Athletic trainers keep recruits on graduation path

Katy Ewalt, lead athletic trainer, works on an injured 
recruit’s back. Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro/Chevron

Gunnery Sgt. James M. Cobb, depot kennel master, demonstrates proper use of the American Chariot vehicle. Staff Sgt. Jeff Janowiec/Chevron
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TriWest Healthcare Alliance

Approximately 2.1 million married couples in the 
U. S. experience infertility, according to the National 
Center for Health Statistics. What many members of 
the military may not realize is that the cost of selected 
infertility treatments is covered by TRICARE. 

The inability to conceive is a significant source of 
stress among married couples who want to start fami-
lies. Add the rising costs of infertility treatment and 
it’s no wonder that many couples give up.

Because infertility is oen the result of a physical 
condition, TRICARE coverage extends to the medically 
necessary services used to diagnose, monitor or treat 
those physical problems. ese include diagnostic test-
ing, surgical intervention and hormone therapy.

Note that many fertility drug prescriptions require 
the health care provider to obtain prior authorization 
through Express Scripts.

COVERAGE EXCEPTIONS
TRICARE does not cover treatments, procedures 

and technologies related to artificial methods of 
reproduction – including artificial insemination, in 
vitro fertilization, gamete intrafallopian transfer – or 
the reversal of a prior surgical sterilization.

However, once a TRICARE beneficiary becomes 
pregnant, whether by natural or artificial means, the 
pre- and post-natal services connected with that preg-
nancy are covered by TRICARE.

Prime beneficiaries and Standard beneficiaries 
who use network providers (the TRICARE Extra op-
tion) will not be responsible for non-covered services 
furnished by a network provider unless they agree, in 
advance and in writing, to pay for each specific non-
covered service or drug.

Standard beneficiaries will be responsible for 
the total cost of services not covered by TRICARE. 
A complete list of infertility treatment services 
that are not covered by TRICARE is available at 
www.tricare.com as well as in the TRICARE Benefi-
ciary Handbook and Prime Member Handbook. 

Questions concerning TRICARE infertility benefits 
may be directed to TriWest Healthcare Alliance at 
(888) 874-9378.

TriCare available to aid some infertility cases
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e Marine Corps’ newest and most exciting tool 
in drug and alcohol prevention is a substance abuse 
prevention computer game called “Close Combat: First 
to Fight,” and it is being used in a competition ursday 
at 4 p.m. in the permanent personnel barracks, Building 
619.

Pre-registration to get in on the game ends Monday. 
To register, contact Frank Chavez at (619) 524-4793.

Headquarters Marine Corps wanted to do something 
different to get the word out about substance abuse, so a 
drug component was integrated into this game to aid as 
a teaching tool.

First to Fight is a four-disc set that contains not only 
an interactive game, but also a vast amount of informa-
tion on drug prevention and links to Web sites for fur-
ther education. To help give Marines perspective of what 
drugs can do, the game simulates the effects of various 
illegal drugs and forces the Marine to continue to play 

the game through the eyes of a drug user.
e graphics and sounds are also authentic, and the 

mission opens with a news feed from an embedded 
reporter, describing the action before the players jump 
in. e game can train Marines for urban combat, but it 
was designed to carry an anti-drug message. e player 
will see what happens when a member of the fire team 
succumbs to drug abuse.

During the game, some team members will show 
signs of drug abuse with a slow response or disobedi-
ence. Aer the battle, players are “debriefed” with a 
readout showing how many rounds were fired, who on 
their team was killed or injured, and who was impaired 
and by what drug. 

is game sends a clear message to Marines and sail-
ors that each individual is relied upon to make healthy 
decisions for mission accomplishment.

e First to Fight set is available for free from the 
Substance Abuse Counseling Center for all active duty 
personnel. Stop by to pick up your copy or call Chavez or 
Doug Flowers at for more information.

Marines needed for First to Fight tournament
Combat computer game incorporates drug and alcohol prevention
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T he first holiday fun run of 2006 
took place on the depot when sports 
enthusiasts came together to par-
ticipate in the year’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Fun Run, March 17. 

Marines, Coast Guardsmen, sailors and civil-
ians came with family members to enjoy the 5K 
run around the depot. Gunnery Sgt. Adebola O. 
Osinowo, Headquarters Company gunnery ser-
geant, made sure he got maximum participation 
from the Marines in his company for the event. 

“It’s a good thing for one,” said Osinowo. “It 
gets Marines out there for (physical training). It’s 
also a good way to give Marines a chance to so-
cialize with other Marines that they usually don’t 
see on a daily basis.” 

Osinowo said the ones who like to PT liked the 
run and the ones who don’t, hate it. “This gives 
those who do like it an opportunity to show off,” 
he said.

The running event brought many contestants 
from around San Diego, but green PT uniforms 
and battalion monogrammed T-shirts caught the 
attention of civilians. 

While the majority of Marines ran in issued 
green PT gear, Recruit Training Regiment ran 
in formation representing their battalions while 

calling cadence throughout the run. 
Lance Cpl. Ifairi Clarke was one of many 12th 

Marine Corps District Marines to participate in 
the run. A new Marine aboard the depot, the St. 
Patrick’s Day run was Clarke’s first holiday run.

“This is different from my last unit,” said 
Clarke. “Over there, we never did anything as a 
base. I loved it. The runners brought their fami-
lies out. It was good to see us interacting with the 
community.”

After a brief cool down period, Brig. Gen. 
John M. Paxton Jr., commanding general, Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego and the Western 
Recruiting Region, awarded runners with their 
gold, silver and bronze medals before prizes were 
given away. 

“I liked the prizes,” said Clarke. “The prizes 
made it a lot better. 

Clarke mentioned that Marines like free stuff. 
Not everyone was as lucky as Cpl. Carmen A. 
Alvarez, but free is always good.

Alvarez was one of the few Marines lucky to 
win a free vacation to Hawaii. 

Other prizes included a Play Station 2, a new set 
of golf clubs and a cruise, according to Clarke. 

The next scheduled running event with the de-
pot will be the Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon June 4. The 
marathon will take runners throughout San Di-
ego before they cross the finish line at Shepherd 
Memorial Drill Field.

Depot personnel, families gather 
for annual St. Patrick’s Day run

Brig. Gen. John M. Paxton Jr., commanding general, Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego 
and the Western Recruiting Region, stands with his hand over his heart during the Star 
Spangled Banner before the race.

Depot personnel and 
families start the St. 
Patrick’s Day Fun Run 
here March 17. Sgt. Jared 
Padula/Chevron photos

Wearing battalion colors, the Marines of Recruit Training Regiment run the 5K race in formation, calling cadence throughout the course of the run.
Free sample massages were available to runners before and after 
the race to help them stay loose and stress-free.
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When Hurricane Katrina hit his home town of New 
Orleans, Pfc. Eric J. Brown, Platoon 2061, Company 
E, thought he lost his chance, once again, to become a 
Marine.  

Brown was originally sent to boot camp at Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., the training 
facility designated for most male recruits from east of 
the Mississippi River and all female recruits. 

During a medical re-evaluation at Parris Island, it 
was discovered that after several duck hunting trips 
without hearing protection, Brown damaged his hear-
ing to a point that was unacceptable for duty. 

He continued with training until, on training day 
35, his paperwork was completely processed, and he re-
ceived an erroneous discharge from the Marine Corps.

Brown returned home during the first week of 
November 2004 and waited six months before he was 
able to apply for re-enlistment.

Brown went back home with intentions to fight his 
way back into the Corps. 

“I’ve been trying to get in since I got out,” he said. 
Finally, after dealing with numerous recruiting sta-

tions, Brown found a recruiter who thought he would 
be able to help Brown get one more chance at becom-
ing a Marine. 

“Initially, the first time he went I was scared,” said 
Lynn Guidry, Brown’s mother. “I was glad that if he 
was going to choose to go into the military, that he 
chose the Marines, because I know that was where he 
would receive the best training.”  

While waiting for his application for reenlistment 
to be approved, word came that a huge storm was 
preparing to hit New Orleans, and it was necessary for 
everyone to evacuate.

Brown’s family, along with his fiancé and her fam-
ily, evacuated the Saturday before the hurricane hit, 
but Brown volunteered to stay behind and continued 
working as a valet for a hotel chain managed by his 
friend. 

Tuesday after the storm hit, Brown and his friend 
Ed Cannon, a fellow valet at the hotel, decided it was 
time to leave town and head for some place safer.

Brown was finally told by a recruiter in New Or-
leans that there was hope of reenlistment. But when 
Katrina hit New Orleans, forcing the evacuation of the 
recruiting commands and causing mass destruction, 
Brown’s applications and re-enlistment paperwork 

were destroyed.
Brown and Cannon traveled to Texas in hopes of 

refuge and a job. However, they found nothing but 
trouble. 

The young men traveled through streets of increas-
ing chaos and crime to get out of their disaster-rid-
den hometown. In vehicles overf lowing with the only 
remnants of their life before the storm, they managed 
to take some by-standers from the hotel to the nearest 
airport on their way to Texas.

“I rode out of town with my shot gun sitting be-
tween my legs. Everything I owned, that was left, was 
sitting in the back of my truck,” said Brown. 

The local Texas communities were unwelcoming 
to the evacuees, blaming the New Orleanians for the 
recent rise in crime, according to Brown. 

Brown decided it was time to be with his mother 
and drove the rest of his belongings to Seattle, where 
she was staying with her brother.

“At first it was almost like a bad dream. You didn’t 
expect it to happen to you,” said Brown. 

When they were able to, Brown and his mother and 
uncle f lew back to New Orleans in hopes of salvaging 
something of their gutted home. 

 “I tried cleaning my house up as much as possible 
and then come to find out, my house had to be demol-
ished,” said Brown. 

The water levels left two brown rings around his 
house like the dirty rings of soap scum on a draining 
bathtub. 

The first water level, marked by a large orange X, 
reached the middle of the doorway. Rescue work-
ers searched the house for survivors and marked the 
house with the damage they found. Later, another ring 
was found, several feet higher, encircling the middle 
of the roof. 

Everything Brown and his mother had before the 
storm was gone. Brown said they had nothing to stick 
around for. 

“I just told him it was the perfect time. There were 
no jobs back home, and we had nothing. It was just 
time for us to separate. I understand why he wanted to 
go,” said Guidry. 

When they returned to Seattle, Brown got a hold of 
recruiters who were more than eager to help him start 
the enlistment process again.

Working off the credentials Brown received from 
his series commander at Parris Island, the recruiters 
were able to help Brown obtain a medical waiver for 
his hearing and return to training without any further 
complications.

“I didn’t think mentally I was ready to come, but I 
knew I had to take advantage of someone helping me 
get in. I already got a waiver, so I had to take advan-
tage of it,” said Brown. 

Brown’s family lost everything it had in the storm. 
During recruit training, Brown’s continual good-na-
tured attitude was a testament to the hard times he 
had been through. 

“Since the storm and all, I have this attitude like ‘I 
already had everything taken away from me. You can’t 
do anything else to me,’” said Brown. “I need to have a 
smile on my face just to make it day-by-day.”

After all of the hardships Brown experienced while 
trying to become a Marine, he has overcome them all 
with a constant smile and fun-loving attitude. Brown 
has earned something that can never be taken away 
from him. He has earned the title Marine.

RECRUIT SPOTLIGHT

Platoon 2067
COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. B. D. Pomrenke
Bartlett, Ill.
Recruited by 
Staff Sgt. M. R. Webb

Platoon  2063
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. M. Ivison 
Santa Cruz, Calif.
Recruited by 
Sgt. O. Olufemi

Platoon 2065
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. S. R. Castro
Bay City, Texas
Recruited by
Sgt. M. Diaz

Platoon 2063
HIGH SHOOTER (240)
Pfc. C. W. Rash
Buffalo, Mo.
Marksmanship instructor
Sgt. R. Cornell

Platoon 2061
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. B. A. Lamb
Yakima, Wash.
Recruited by 
Sgt. D. Mata

Platoon 2063
HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. J. M. Ivison 
Santa Cruz, Calif.
Recruited by 
Sgt. O. Olufemi

Platoon 2062
SERIES HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. D. J. Boykins Jr.
Lancaster, Calif.
Recruited by 
Sgt. D. E. Pittack

Platoon 2066
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. W. B. Patzkowsky
Oklahoma City
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. R. Chadwell

ECHO COMPANY

Retired Major John A. Buck 
PARADE REVIEWING OFFICER

Retired Major John A. Buck enlisted in 
the Marine Corps in June 1943 at the age 

of 17 aer graduating from high school 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. He completed recruit 
training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, S.C., and was assigned to 
Combat Engineer School at Marine Corps 
Base Camp LeJeune, N.C., and subse-
quently assigned to Scout and Sniper 
School at Camp Elliot in San Diego.

Buck departed for the South Pacific in 
May 1944, joining the 1st Marine Divi-
sion on the Russell Islands. With the 1st 
Marine Division, Buck participated in 
the American Pacific Campaign in World 
War II. In September 1944, he served as 
a member of an assault demolition squad 
during the seizure of Peleliu and served as 
a rifleman during the seizure of Okinawa, 
Japan, in April 1945. He also served in 
North China from September 1945 to 
February 1946 when the 1st Marine Divi-
sion was dispatched to North China for 
occupation duty. 

Buck was commissioned in September 

1947 and was ordered to e Basic School 
in Quantico, Va. Aer graduation, he was 
assigned to the 1st Marine Division where 
he served as a rifle platoon commander. 
In July 1950 he departed to Korea as the 
aide-de-camp to the commanding general 
of the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade. 
While in Korea, he saw action at the 
Pusan Perimeter, the landing at Inchon, 
the seizure of Seoul, the Chosin Reservior 
and the East-Central Front.

Following Korea, Buck attended 
various schools and served with Ma-
rine organizations, posts and stations in 
the United States and abroad including 
Washington, D.C. Quantico, Kansas City, 
San Diego, Japan, Europe and Haiti. 

From 1954 to 1967 Buck served two 
tours in the Republic of Vietnam. He 
served as a special operations officer for 
the Military Assistance Command in 
Saigon. He also served as theexecutive 
officer for 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines and 

participated in operations in Hue-Phu-
Bai and Da Nang. In 1967, he retired as a 
major aer serving in three wars: World 
War II, Korea and Vietnam. 

Buck’s personal military awards 
include two Bronze Star Medals with 
Combat “V,” Purple Heart Medal, Air 
Medal with gold star, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Commendation Medal with 
Combat “V,” Combat Action Ribbon, 
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal and 
the Greek Order of St. George 2nd Class 
Medal.

Following service in the Marine 
Corps, he continued to serve his country 
in the Central Intelligence Agency as a 
field operations officer. He retired from 
the CIA aer 24 years of service.

He currently serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Museum Historical Society. He 
and his wife, Litzi, live in San Diego and 
have two sons and three grandchildren.

SECOND RECRUIT TRAINING 
BATTALION
Commanding Officer
Lt. Col. V. A. Ary 
Chaplain
Lt. Cmdr. E. S. Pease 
Sergeant Major
Sgt. Maj. T. T. Hoskins
Battalion Drill Master
Gunnery Sgt. P. Duncan 

COMPANY E
Commanding Officer
Capt. C. Dodd
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. R. E. Eriksson 
Company Corpsman
Petty Officer 3rd Class
J. M. Columna
Company Corpsman
Seaman A. Smith

SERIES 2061
Series Commander
Capt. J. P. Kearns 
Series Gunnery Sergeant
Gunnery Sgt. D. E. Patton

SERIES 2065
Series Commander
1st Lt. A. M. Del Signore
Series Gunnery Sergeant
Gunnery Sgt. D. Rodriguez Jr.

PLATOON 2061
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. J. T. Johnson
Drill Instructors
Sgt. C. A. Carrier
Sgt. N. C. Hibbs
Sgt. J. Opie
Sgt. J. A. Lozano

Pfc. B. T. Abe 
Pvt. M. A. Alfaro Jr. 
Pvt. G. C. Allen Jr. 
Pvt. A. Amparan
Pvt. L. R. Ancona 
Pvt. B. A. Anello 
*Pfc. P. Z. Aranas 
Pfc. C. R. Austgen 
Pfc. J. R. Ball 
Pvt. J. R. Beck 
Pfc. M. K. Beck 
*Pfc. P. M. Boehne 
Pvt. J. Bonelmariscal 
Pfc. J. T. Bounds 
Pfc. E. J. Brown 
Pvt. T. L. Butkunas 
Pfc. D. R. Carlson 
Pfc. K. C. Carrillo 
Pvt. D. J. Celaya 
Pfc. J. C. Cole 
Pvt. J. I. Cowgill 
Pvt. J. I. Davila 
Pvt. D. M. Demary 
Pfc. J. T. Dennerline 
Pvt. D. A. Ditucci 
Pvt. J. R. Drane 
Pvt. A. D. Dubois 
Pvt. R. L. Dzelak 
Pfc. A. Eap 
Pvt. T. I. Eckhardt 
Pvt. I. Ejaz 
Pfc. M. J. Eklund 
Pfc. R. R. Ellenson 

Pvt. R. L. Faria III 
Pfc. Z. E. Ferris 
Pvt. M. R. Fields 
Pvt. S. C. Flores 
Pfc. J. D. Galvan 
Pfc. I. G. Garcia 
Pfc. E. G. Giusti II 
Pvt. J. M. Godsoe 
Pvt. J. D. Gordon 
Pfc. T. J. Haacke 
*Pfc. J. E. Hannel 
Pvt. D. E. Harding 
Pvt. M. J. Hart Jr. 
Pvt. T. E. Harvey 
Pvt. C. M. Hayden 
Pvt. M. T. Hedrick 
Pfc. S. T. Herlihy 
Pvt. K. J. Hogan 
Pfc. V. V. Hohmann 
Pvt. K. J. Hsu 
Pvt. W. M. Idiart 
Pvt. K. D. Irwin 
Pvt. D. A. Jenks 
Pvt. B. W. Jerome 
Pfc. A. M. Johnson 
Pvt. D. K. Johnson 
Pfc. T. Y. Johnson 
Pvt. B. E. Jones 
Pvt. N. C. Kastilahn 
Pfc. B. A. Lamb 
*Pfc. B. V. Lambert 
Pfc. A. W. Lanier 
Pfc. C. J. Larson 
Pvt. R. E. Lawrence Jr. 
Pfc. J. E. Lazo 
Pvt. J. M. Lewis 
Pvt. J. R. Milbrett 
Pvt. C. R. Moffett 
Pvt. S. A. Myers 
*Pfc. C. L. Oconnor 
Pfc. T. A. Palmer 
Pvt. D. W. Patterson 
Pvt. J. A. Reeves 
Pfc. D. J. Sepulveda 
Pfc. S. C. Siglin 
Pfc. M. R. Sommerfeld 
Pvt. A. D. Teel 
*Pfc. L. K. Waters 
Pvt. J. W. Winkelmann 
Pvt. T. L. York Jr. 

PLATOON 2062
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. M.A. Betancourt 
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. A. Macias 
Staff Sgt. C. C. Rivera
Staff Sgt. J. R. Garcia 

Pvt. W. A. Adams
Pvt. A. Aleman 
Pfc. B. M. Alexander 
Pvt. S. M. Arnold 
Pfc. J. Avalos
Pvt. A. J. Ayala 
Pvt. C. L. Balderas 
Pfc. I. M. Baxter 
Pvt. J. A. Bennett 
Pfc. R. K. Berry 
Pvt. M. T. Boyd 
*Lance Cpl. D. J. Boykins Jr.
Pvt. M. C. Brasic 
Pvt. T. J. Brown 
Pvt. J. S. Burrolalatorre 
*Pfc. F. S. Cano 
*Pfc. K. A. Carr 

Pfc. E. A. Carrigan 
Pfc. J. F. Chico 
Pfc. M. T. Condon 
Pvt. J. M. Daradal 
Pfc. N. J. Davidson 
Pvt. G. L. Davis III 
Pvt. R. V. Delacerda 
Pvt. I. Estrada 
Pfc. B. A. Farias 
Pvt. C. F. Fernandez Jr. 
Pvt. J. A. Fraijo 
*Pfc. J. K. Gallaher 
Pfc. E. B. Garcia 
*Pfc. D. P. Garner 
Pvt. C. S. Gilbertson 
Pvt. J. Gonzalez 
Pvt. R. Hamilton 
Pfc. I. M. Hanson 
Pfc. J. J. Harlan 
Pvt. B. J. Helton 
Pvt. G. E. Hernandez Jr. 
Pfc. O. Hernandez Jr. 
Pvt. M. C. Heroy 
Pfc. S. Hinojos III 
Pvt. A. B. Holdinsky 
Pvt. M. S. Hunter 
Pvt. T. C. Ivester 
Pvt. J. R. Johnson 
Pfc. E. L. Jordan 
Pvt. J. J. Kell 
Pvt. A. J. Keller 
Pfc. F. M. Kim 
Pvt. J. N. Knight 
Pvt. M. D. Krider 
*Pfc. T. J. Kubasek 
Pvt. M. G. Laury 
Pfc. D. J. Lomason 
Pvt. J. F. Lopez 
Pfc. S. W. Mahany 
Pfc. E. T. Manion 
Pvt. M. M. Mercer 
Pfc. K. R. Miller 
Pvt. N. G. Miranda 
Pfc. J. M. Misek 
Pfc. M. L. Mora Jr. 
Pvt. B. P. Mowery 
Pvt. S. A. Myers 
Pvt. J. C. Norman 
Pvt. N. D. Ochs 
Pvt. G. R. Perez IV 
Pvt. C. R. Phillips 
Pvt. M. A. Phillips 
Pvt. A. O. Powers 
Pfc. E. A. Ramirez 
Pvt. R. W. Reedy Jr. 
Pfc. W. Reyna 
Pfc. J. T. Rotellini 
Pvt. G. J. Rudzinski III 
Pfc. E. Saenz 
Pvt. J. F. Sanchez 
Pvt. M. R. Sanchez 
Pfc. A. Self Rory 
Pvt. J. B. Sheffer 
Pvt. E. J. Shockley 
Pvt. E. L. Smith 
Pvt. A. A. Thelin 
Pvt. J. M. Torresperez 
Pvt. D. W. Travis 
Pfc. M. A. Velarde Jr. 
Pvt. C. D. Ward 
Pvt. P. D. Zeitler 

PLATOON 2063
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. F. W. Ortega 
Drill Instructors

Sgt. L. Rodriguez 
Sgt. D. Lachard
Sgt. R. Hubert

Pfc. J. W. Aldridge III 
Pvt. W. M. Arnold 
Pvt. D. Baisa 
Pfc. J. D. Barker 
Pvt. W. R. Barns 
Pvt. C. C. Bartlett 
Pfc. J. A. Bauer 
Pvt. C. A. Beattie Jr. 
Pvt. J. A. Bedolla 
Pvt. J. A. Block 
Pvt. J. D. Boelk 
Pvt. J. J. Brady 
Pvt. T. L. Brown Jr. 
Pfc. L. G. Brown 
*Pfc. D. M. Callaway 
*Pfc. A. J. Casey 
Pfc. E. Castillo 
Pvt. A. J. Chacon 
Pvt. Z. A. Daggs 
Pfc. R. R. Deanda 
Pfc. S. G. Deguzman 
Pfc. K. P. Dillow 
Pfc. J. D. Eaton 
Pfc. D. M. Edgmon 
Pvt. E. Enriquez 
Pvt. L. W. Falkner 
Pvt. J. B. Fast 
Pvt. B. K. Fernelius 
Pvt. J. F. Fields 
Pvt. D. R. Frederick 
Pvt. J. Garces
Pvt. J. K. Gasmen Jr. 
Pvt. A. J. Gendron 
Pvt. J. J. Gerdes 
Pfc. M. G. Green 
Pvt. H. J. Gutierrezhermosillo 
Pvt. J. D. Hairston 
Pvt. R. P. Hastings 
Pvt. D. S. Healey 
Pvt. E. Herrera 
Pvt. J. M. Higgins 
Pfc. C. R. Hochstatter 
Pfc. S. S. Irwin 
*Pfc. J. M. Ivison 
*Pfc. S. J. Kauahquo 
Pvt. J. R. Koskan 
Pfc. I. J. Kramer 
Pvt. M. V. Kutch 
*Pfc. J. L. Lippert 
Pvt. A. D. Lloyd 
Pvt. J. Lopez 
Pvt. B. S. Maestas 
Pvt. E. G. Martin Jr. 
Pfc. M. A. Martinez Jr. 
Pfc. G. Martinez 
Pfc. T. J. McQuade 
*Pfc. N. P. McRae 
Pvt. B. D. Moore 
Pfc. J. W. Nelson 
Pvt. D. P. Ness 
Pvt. D. B. Norman 
Pvt. J. A. Palomo 
Pvt. E. S. Perez 
Pvt. G. H. Peterson 
Pvt. D. K. Polinsky 
Pvt. L. R. Pool 
Pfc. E. G. Priest 
Pvt. W. J. Quarles 
Pfc. J. M. Ramirez 
Pfc. C. W. Rash 
Pvt. C. L. Ray 
Pvt. M. E. Reed 

Pvt. J. R. Ringo 
Pvt. N. D. Riveira 
Pvt. B. D. Robb 
Pvt. J. J. Rodriguez 
Pvt. J. W. Romero 
Pfc. N. J. Ross 
Pvt. R. A. Saenz 
Pfc. J. Salas 
Pvt. B. T. Sarvinski 
Pfc. B. J. Schilling 
Pvt. J. B. Seddon 
Pvt. L. F. Shead II 
Pfc. W. H. Staats V 

PLATOON 2065
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. J. A. Abrego
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. C. Swenson 
Sgt. G. Pond
Sgt. J. A. Henry

*Pfc. R. O. Azocar 
Pvt. J. F. Abraham 
Pvt. E. J. Aceves 
Pfc. A. D. Aguirre 
Pvt. A. Alvirez 
Pvt. J. K. Banter 
Pfc. A. B. Barnes 
Pfc. J. J. Beliveau 
Pvt. B. R. Bentley 
Pvt. R. A. Berger 
*Pfc. J. Blackburn 
Pvt. J. O. Bradburn 
Pfc. J. Briseno Jr. 
Pvt. L. J. Bruss 
Pvt. C. B. Buckley 
Pfc. P. R. Burns 
Pvt. S. R. Carlock 
Pvt. A. L. Castro  
*Pfc. S. R. Castro 
Pvt. J. T. Ciccarelli 
Pvt. T. S. Clabaugh 
*Pfc. S. A. Cortez 
Pfc. J. R. Davis 
Pvt. A. E. Dorsey 
Pvt. E. S. Duke 
Pvt. C. L. Dunlap 
Pfc. P. A. Eichorn II 
Pvt. M. A. Escobedomarchan 
Pvt. I. L. Ewers 
Pvt. T. N. Firestone 
Pvt. D. D. Florencesmith 
Pfc. J. Flores
Pvt. N. A. Folse 
Pvt. T. N. Fuller 
Pvt. P. D. Galindo 
Pvt. M. J. Galvan 
Pvt. D. Garvivay 
Pvt. D. R. Gilbert 
Pvt. J. X. Gomez 
*Pfc. E. Gonzalez 
Pfc. J. J. Haiyasoso 
Pfc. D. S. Hammer 
Pvt. B. C. Harrell 
Pfc. D. M. Hayes 
Pvt. R. E. Henson 
Pvt. C. A. Hurst 
Pvt. B. D. Jaillet 
Pvt. R. B. Jenkins 
*Pfc. J. L. Jordan 
Pvt. T. C. Kee 
Pfc. S. D. Kharbas 
Pvt. I. Leal Jr. 
Pvt. W. I. Leopoldguerrero 
Pvt. J. T. Luman 

Pvt. N. M. Machado 
Pfc. C. D. Mains 
Pvt. M. P. Marrowbone 
Pvt. J. C. Marshall 
Pvt. J. K. Marshall 
Pvt. A. L. Martin 
Pvt. Z. Martin 
Pvt. J. D. Martinez 
Pfc. E. Martinezgallardo 
Pfc. B. L. McDaniel 
Pvt. J. P. Mendez 
Pfc. N. D. Mertesdorf 
Pvt. D. E. Napps 
Pfc. K. A. Nguyen 
Pfc. J. R. Orona 
Pvt. M. A. Ortez 
Pvt. D. T. Parker 
Pvt. W. S. Ricafort 
Pvt. P. C. Rocca 
Pfc. T. L. Rose 
Pvt. D. J. Schaller 
Pvt. G. J. Schott 
Pfc. H. J. Torresvidal 
Pvt. V. A. Vargas 
Pvt. E. R. Veliz Jr. 
Pvt. H. D. Vicenti 
Pfc. C. M. Yordy 

PLATOON 2066
Senior Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. B. Clark III
Drill Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. R.J. Smith
Staff Sgt. D. E. Chambers
Sgt. P. Rodriguez
Sgt. H. J. Ledesma

Pfc. R. W. Allison 
Pfc. M. S. Andrews 
Pfc. N. E. Atchley 
Pvt. C. M. Bailey 
Pvt. S. M. Bitter 
Pvt. D. L. Boardman 
Pvt. T. T. Brittingham 
Pvt. E. A. Carroll 
Pvt. J. T. Clasen 
Pvt. J. A. Crist 
Pvt. T. C. Cunningham 
Pfc. D. R. Derden 
Pfc. J. L. Deuel 
Pvt. W. O. Fendley 
Pvt. B. K. Fletcher 
Pvt. S. C. Garner 
Pvt. K. A. Grubbs Jr. 
*Pfc. C. A. Gutierrez 
Pvt. C. G. Hall 
Pvt. J. T. Hamelin 
Pvt. W. E. Hawkins 
Pfc. M. J. Higle 
Pvt. J. M. Hopkins 
Pfc. K. B. Hoy 
*Pfc. T. M. Kendall 
Pvt. J. Kennedy 
Pvt. D. P. Krawchuk 
Pvt. A. J. Labadie 
Pfc. D. W. Luna 
Pvt. J. A. Luper 
Pvt. B. M. Mabe 
Pvt. J. A. Madala 
Pvt. C. R. McAllister 
Pvt. J. D. McClure 
Pvt. L. J. Nelson 
Pvt. L. Nuncio Jr. 
Pfc. J. T. Pabian 
Pfc. M. S. Parrick 
*Pfc. J. M. Paschal 

Pfc. W. B. Patzkowsky 
Pvt. T. D. Peters 
Pvt. D. M. Pool 
Pvt. S. C. Porter 
Pvt. D. E. Quintanilla 
Pvt. D. D. Quinto 
Pfc. D. N. Randolph 
Pvt. M. D. Raydon 
Pvt. J. D. Regaladozambrano 
Pvt. M. D. Rentfrow 
Pvt. T. A. Rickson 
Pvt. D. W. Roche 
Pvt. O. Rodriguez Jr. 
*Pfc. E. S. Rohmann 
Pvt. M. P. Rojas 
Pfc. C. M. Rood 
Pvt. K. Spice
Pvt. L. J. Schussler 
Pvt. J. R. Shiroma 
Pvt. S. M. Slinkard 
Pfc. L. Smith Randall 
Pvt. M. G. Snowden 
Pfc. J. G. Sommers 
*Pfc. J. L. Spardella 
Pvt. G. T. Standley Jr. 
Pfc. R. Steele Jr.
Pfc. L. G. Tabucbuc 
Pfc. J. H. Tarin 
*Pfc. B. K. Tate 
Pvt. J. M. Thornton 
Pvt. T. W. Tillery 
Pvt. S. R. Tipton 
Pfc. R. R. Tisbi 
Pfc. S. U. Toilolo 
Pfc. L. A. Townsend 
Pvt. J. P. Tritley 
Pfc. T. S. Underwoodpalelei 
Pfc. N. A. Vandegriffe 
Pvt. M. J. Vanhandel 
Pvt. S. C. Vath 
Pvt. J. L. Vera 
Pvt. R. A. White 
Pvt. D. F. Williams 
Pvt. T. R. Young 

PLATOON 2067
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. H. Ruano
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. L. G. Brostowski
Staff Sgt. C. R. Ross
Staff Sgt. F. M. Rivera
Sgt. P. S. McCullough

Pfc. E. S. Araiza 
Pvt. J. Avalos Jr. 
Pvt. R. R. Coleman 
Pvt. C. J. Curtis 
Pvt. R. Flores 
Pvt. S. S. Freese 
Pvt. F. P. Garza 
Pfc. W. C. Giger 
Pvt. B. W. Higginbotham 
Pvt. J. E. Jenson 
Pvt. J. W. Knobel 
Pvt. R. N. Lecompte 
Pfc. B. E. Lee 
Pvt. B. M. Lindsay 
Pvt. A. S. Lucko 
Pvt. A. D. Malec 
Pvt. M. J. Maloney 
Pfc. M. D. Marsh 
*Pfc. J. A. Martin 
*Pfc. A. J. Martinez 
*Pfc. A. J. McCord Jr. 
Pfc. J. A. McEldoon 

Pvt. E. Meza 
Pfc. E. J. Michalak 
Pvt. M. R. Miller 
Pvt. T. W. Miller 
Pvt. T. Moran 
Pvt. S. G. Muck 
Pfc. P. D. Ollerton 
*Pfc. G. Osoria 
Pvt. M. L. Patrick 
Pvt. M. S. Phillips 
Pvt. A. P. Pilat 
Pvt. A. J. Piol 
Lance Cpl. B. D. Pomrenke 
Pvt. T. L. Powell 
Pvt. R. S. Powers 
Pvt. J. P. Rachunek 
Pfc. D. G. Rade 
Pfc. R. N. Rakentine 
Pfc. D. W. Rawls 
Pvt. R. E. Reinke 
Pfc. L. P. Ricemcclure 
Pfc. B. J. Roberts 
Pvt. M. E. Roberts 
Pvt. A. Rodriguez 
Pvt. J. P. Santander 
Pvt. T. B. Scribner 
Pfc. J. E. Simon 
Pvt. J. L. Simpson 
Pvt. M. M. Singh 
Pvt. L. L. Smith 
Pfc. C. J. Sparks 
Pvt. B. H. Spaulding 
Pvt. P. J. Stevens 
Pvt. R. J. Stewart 
Pfc. Z. J. Symonds 
Pvt. R. R. Talmadge 
Pvt. A. L. Tejada 
Pvt. N. A. Thornsberry 
Pvt. J. L. Tingley 
Pvt. J. A. Toledo 
Pvt. S. K. Tonjum 
Pvt. E. Topp Allen 
Pvt. A. J. Tremblay 
Pvt. E. D. Tuck 
Pfc. R. D. Turnipseed 
Pfc. H. S. Uy 
Pfc. J. P. Vail 
Pvt. R. P. Vanosdall 
Pvt. O. Vasquezleon 
Pvt. Z. R. Vaught 
Pvt. D. D. Vega 
*Pfc. M. Y. Vega 
Pfc. M. J. Vivona 
Pvt. J. H. Vo 
Pvt. R. C. Voelker 
Pvt. T. C. Vollnogel 
Pvt. M. D. Watson 
Pfc. P. D. Watts 
Pvt. R. D. Watts 
Pfc. D. A. Weber 
Pvt. A. Welch Jamie 
Pvt. P. R. Wells 
Pvt. P. P. Wells 
Pvt. G. W. Westphal 
Pvt. J. R. Wheadon 
Pfc. B. M. Whitty 
Pvt. A. L. Wieber 
Pvt. J. R. Williams 
Pvt. J. R. Williamson 
Pfc. M. J. Wolfslau 
Pvt. J. L. Wood 
Pvt. J. P. Ziino II 

*Meritorious promotion

Company E men stand in platoon formation during their battalion commander’s inspection Tuesday. The inspection is one of a recruit’s final events here. Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro/Chevron

TRY, TRY AGAIN
Discharged once from Corps, Katrina opens second door

Pfc. Eric J. Brown, Platoon 2065, Company E, wears his 
Service “A” uniform at a battalion commander’s inspection. 
Lance Cpl. Kaitlyn M. Scarboro/Chevron
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its defeat, District faced 2nd Bn. for a 
chance at third place. While 1st Bn. and 
District waited, 2nd and 3rd Bn. battled 
it out for the last spot in the champion-
ship game.

Losing to 3rd Bn., 2nd Bn. over-
whelmed 12th District with ease. Out-
numbered, District scrambled to keep 
up against 2nd Bn.’s offense.

“ey had a better aim than we did,” 
said Leon. “I think we were just flus-
tered. ey got us out quick.”

Succeeding early in the tournament 
wasn’t hard for District, but holding it 
together near the end was a different 
story. 

“We did good in our first game,” 
said Leon. “e second game was pret-
ty close, but we couldn’t come together 
on that one.”

Eventually beaten out by 2nd Bn., 
District went home and 2nd Bn. ac-
cepted trophies for third place. 

A final battle took place around 
noon. First and 3rd Bn. faced each 
other for the last time. 

“ey were a good team,” said Cpl. 
Jesse Leon, 1st Bn. “Looking at the 
brackets, we knew that we would be 
playing them in the finals.” 

Overwhelmed by five at the end of 
the first match, Sgt. Oscar Hernandez 
was the last 1st Bn. contender standing 
before he was struck out. Starting again 
in the second match, disadvantage oc-
curred when 1st Bn. had some early 
shots against them. 

Because of this, catching thrown 
balls from the opposing team was the 
only way to recover team strength. 

Jesse Leon, aer catching multiple 
throws, brought in the team and kept 
the game going until 1st Bn. regained 
the match. 

e game came down to strategy.
Jesse Leon said the team concen-

trated its efforts on specific players, 
targeting the stronger individuals 
and eliminating them quickly. He at-
tributed much of the team strategy to 
their coach, Gunnery Sgt. Michael M. 
McLaughlin.

Singling out players took 1st Bn. to 
the winner’s circle and onward for a 
chance to compete as the depot’s finest 
in a dodge ball tourney April 29 at the 
Staple Center in Los Angeles. Military 
teams along the West Coast will be 
competing. 

CG’S
CUP

DODGE, DIP, DUCK, DIVE

 L C. D G
Chevron staff

e Commanding General’s Cup 
dodgeball tournament came to a con-
clusion at Murphy Field House March 
21 aer fierce competitions and elimi-
nations le 1st Battalion victorious.

Depot basketball enthusiasts came 
to the gym in hopes to play a few games 
during their lunch breaks. A few were 
intrigued at the site of drill instructors 
and other Marines playing organized 
dodgeball. 

“I was upset at first,” said Staff Sgt. 
Arthur L. Rainey, operations chief, 
Combat Camera. “e games were cool 
though. I stayed and watched a few.”

More than 15 teams showed up to 
play. Marines and Coast Guardsmen 
filled the stands to support their com-
rades. 

Nearing the final games of the tour-
nament, Recruit Training Regiment’s 
three battalions overwhelmed the 
competition, along with a single 12th 
Marine Corps District team that stood 
in their way of complete domination. 

“I had a lot of fun playing in the 
tournament,” said District’s Sgt. Re-
bekah Leon. 

In the fight for the top spot in the 
finals portion of the tournament, 
District was defeated by 1st Bn. Aer 

RTR takes top three spots 
in dodgeball tournament

Staff Sgt. Dakar Luna runs to the line with the rest of his 3rd Battalion team in efforts to strike 
out a single player. Lance Cpl. Dorian Gardner/Chevron photos

Cpl. Paul Steeby, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, runs to the line at the beginning 
of the game before racing back to avoid 
a hit. Every game starts with six balls on 
the line that either team must race to and 


